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1, rltiough the screening of 5uD merbers and candidates for nembership which
wag initiated in conncction with the change of membership books and candi~
date cards has not as yot been completed o1t is already possibtle to make
cortain obscrvations upon which to bose an evaluation of the SED.

2. The screenin; rovealed that the workers were less inforrned on liarxism and
leninism than the bourgeois membership. This was considercd particularly
undesirable in view ol the fact that the narty dogma preseribes that
the working class be the drivins spirit in the movement., A report which was
subnitted by the Central Party Control Cormission (ZFFK) in February 19C1
indicated thst the majority of the workers exsmined ¢id not even know the
party statute. The samc report further stated thet those workers who hud
been KID ncrbers prior to 1945 hac 2 surprisingly limited knowledge of Come
runist ideology. In many instances party menbers refused to appear for the
examination while in others they voluntarily broke with the party rather
than appear, In Neclklenbury; for example, about 1,000 new settlers declared
tileir separation from the party. '

3. In sevoral Jaender the rnurber of workers oxpelled from the party is rreater
then the nurber of expelled bourgeols. For examnl ey in Thuringia 52 porcent
of thosc expelled were workers. In its faurth reeting on 15 fo 17 rarch 1051
the 5.5 Central Cormittee criticized this situation and directed that the

- expulsion cases be remexamined. Accordingly, in a number of Kreise s all

expulsions were anmulled and new investipations wore instituted, It is
believed that in the screenings being accorplisheC at the present time
approximately 30 percent of those expelled are workers,

L, T e serecnin; comissions h-ve hed varying atiitudes toward former Social
.Damoerate in the SED. Occasionally merbers who had been SPD memoers since
1919 wrere expelled or demoted ic mere candidates for rmembershipy on the other
hand, “alter Clbricht reneatedly charged the sereening commissions with
laxity in dealing with cases of SPD members. As in the case of veteran KFD
merbers & larpe nurber of these persony also left the party voluntarily. It
is now obvious that strong cppositiop/among former SPD members witlhin the
SED still extists., lost expulsions focurred in typical SPL stronglolds such
as Leuna (I 52/D 91), UalberstadtAi 52/D 27) and magdeburgy however, there
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was no real indication that this weskened the sciidarity of thess groups.

Particularly affected by the screenings were the former members of the Socialist
Torkers’ Farty (SAP); this was true in spite of the fact that they were sither
left wing Social Democerats or right wing Commnists and thus rather close to

the KFL. A report by the IFKK commented thal larpe factions ol this group
still exist, as, for sxample, in the "Volk und Wissen" publishing hcuse.,

A Lorge number of persons from former Communist insurgent proups such as foimer
merbers of the Communisi Farty Opposition(X¥0), the Communist workers' Farty
(K~i), and the Leninbund were also expelled. Through questionnaircs and vper-
sonal history statenments they were scrupuioucly screened, particularly with
reapect to their attitude toward the U.i.5.%. and the Conintern policy. They
were not screened by lecul comriissions but rather by Xreis comuissions.
Tlbricht expressed the belicef that fornmer XKiQ menbers still formed sizeable
cohesive groups particularly in the VM.

tnti-Sovict tendencies were olso observed, One report by the IPKX waich

was oxclusivels Ceveoted Lo such cases stated that these tendencies were noted
particularly in larpe plants anc.Sovietecontrolled corporaticns {5AC). The
report furiher nentioned that these tondencies were mounidn; amonyr che workers
end exprossed the opiniemn that thoy resulted from the feorecd introduclion of -
Soviet viorking methods.

As 2 result of this screening progran  between 20 and 24 percent of Lhe

CED membership hes been purged. 7This represents s loss of sbout 500,000 reme
bers. FPresent statistics indicate that the cadre of the SID now being formed
will consist of about 14,000 Corvmnisis. who prior to 1945 worked in underpground
andd other illeral activities. To this ¥iruré w11l be added an approximate
additional 10,000 members who oy the most part coms from the FlLJ. This cadre
will control virtually the entire political; economicsand cuitural life in

the German CDemocralic tepublic,
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